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Ms. Katharine Larson
Renewable Energy Office
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Redding Electric Utility Comments on Modification of Regulations Specifying Enforcement
Procedures for the Renewables Portfolio Standard for Local Publicly Owned Electric Utilities
(POUs) [CEC Docket #16-RPS-03]

Dear Ms. Larson,

Redding Electric Utility (Redding) respectfully submits these comments to the California Energy
Commission (Commission) on the Modification of Regulations Specifying Enforcement Procedures for the
Renewables Portfolio Standard for Local Publicly Owned Electric Utilities (Proposed Amendments), dated
May 7, 2020. Redding previously provided input with Roseville Electric Utility (Roseville) through a Joint
Comment Letter dated February 20, 2020. Redding also provided oral comments during the June 8, 2020
Workshop.

Redding wishes to expand on our previous comments regarding the importance of the implementation
of SB 1110 to our community, and support comments submitted by both the Northern California Power
Agency and Roseville regarding this topic.

l. Introduction

Redding is a POU located in Northern California governed by the Redding City Council serving over
44,000 customers with an annual electricity load of over 700 GWh. As reported in 2018 U.S. Census
data, the Redding service territory is a low-income community with a population of approximately
92,000 with 19% of its citizens over the age of 65. Redding’s median household income in 2017 dollars
was just over $46,000 with 18.9% of the population in poverty. The current Covid-19 crisis is creating
significant further economic challenges to our citizens.

In response to the California energy crisis of the early 2000’s, the Redding City Council authorized
investments in the natural gas-fueled Redding Power Plant (RPP) for the purpose of providing reliable
and affordable power to our service territory. Currently, Redding has an outstanding debt for the power
plant of approximately $88 million. Annual debt service payments are approximately $10.5 million and
with scheduled pay-off by June 2030.

Subsequent to this investment, additional renewable portfolio standard (RPS) mandates for POUs were
passed via Senate Bills (SB) X1-2 (2011), and revised by SB 350 (2015) and SB 100 (2018). Redding’s
integrated resource planning (IRP) activities have focused on compliance with these RPS regulations and
will continue to do so with future IRP updates.
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